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PxrxreaAcE tothe Rraptk:. 


Niaeavours for an Agreement among 
E Chriſtians , will be grievous ta 
none who deſire the flouriſhing State 
of Chriſtianity it ſelf. T he Succeſs of theſe 
Attempts among us,muſt be aſcribed to a Pre- 
ſence of God ſo ſrgnal, as not to be concealed ; 
and ſeems a hopeful Pledg of further Bleſſings. 
T he favour of our Rulers in the preſent 
Eſtabliſhed Liberty, we moſt thank fully ac- 
knowledg ; and to T hem we are ſtudious ts 
approve our ſelves in the whole of this Af- 
fair. T herefore we Declare againſt inter- 
medling with tbe National Church-Form-: 
Impoſrng theſe Terms of Agreement on others, 
is diſclaimed: All pretence to Coercroe 
Power, tis as unſuitable to our Principles, as 
to our Circumſtances 5 Excommunication it 
ſelf, in our reſpeFive Churches, being no otber 
A 


2 that 


KUM 


- The Pa#racHt 
than adeclaring ſuch ſeandalous Members as 
are irreclaimable, to be incapable of Commu- 
niow with us in things peculiar to Viſible 
Believers : Audinall, we expreſly determine 
our purpoſe, to the maintaining of Harmony 
and Love among our jekves, aud preventing 
the inconveniences which humane - weakneſs 
may expoſe to in our ufe of this Liberty. 

T he general concurrence of Ministers and 
People in this City, and. the great diſpoſction 
thereto in other places, perſuade us, this happy 
Work i undertaken in a ſeaſon.deſigned for 
frch Divine infiuence,as will overcome all im- 
pediments to Peace, and convince of that A- 
greement which has been always among 1s in a 
good degree; tho neither to our ſelves nor others 
' ſo evident, as hereby it is now, acknowledged. 

Need there any Arguments to recommend 
this Union ?' Is not this what we all have 
prayed for, and Providence by the diredteſt in- 
dications hath been lonÞ# calling and diſpoſing 
xs to can.either Leal for God, or prudent. 
regards- 


tothe READER. 
regards to onr ſelves remiſsly ſuggeſt it, ſeeing 
the Bleſſmgs thereof are ſo important, and 
whenit's become in ſo many reſpetts even ab- 
Jolutely neceſſary; eſpecially as it may con- 
duce to the preſervation of the Proteſtant 
Religion, and. the Kingdoms Vat ; a ſub- 
ſerviency whereto, ſhall always govern our 
United Abilities, with the ſame diſpoſstion- 
to a coucurence with all others who are duly 
concerned for thoſe National Bleſſings. 
| As. theſe conſiderations render this Agree- 
ment deſirable, ſo they equallyurge a watchful 
care againſt all attemps of Satan to diſſolve 
it, or fruſtrate the good effefs thereof ſo ma: 
nifeſtly deſtrufiveto his Kingdom. T berefore 
it s incumbent on us, to forbear condemning 
and diſputing thoſe different ſentiments and 
| pradlices we have expreſly allowed- for: To 
reduce all diſtinguiſhing Names, to that of 
United Brethren : T o adit no w1charitabie 
iealouſres,. or cenſoriou# ſpeeches ; much” leſs 
any debates*whether Party ſeems moſt favour-- 


o 
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. ed bythis Agreement. Such carnal regards are 
of ſmall moment with us,bo herein have uſed 
»ords leſs acurate, that neither fide might in 
their Various conceptions about leſſ:r matters 
be contradicted, whenin all ſubſtantials we are 
fully of one mind ; and from this time hope more 
perfectly to rejoice in the Honour, Gifts, and 
Succeſs of each other, as our common good. 

T hat we as United, may contribute our ut- 
moſt to the great concernments of our Ke- 
deemer, it s mutually reſolved, we will aſſiſt 
each other with our Labours, and meet and 
conſult, without tbe leaſt ſhadow of ſeparate or 
aiſtiutt Farties: Whence we joyfully expe 
great Improvements in Light and Love, 
tbrough the more abundant ſupplies of the Spi- 
rit ; being well aſſured we herein ſerve that 
Prince of Peace, of the increaſe-of whole 
Government and Peace, there {hall be no 


£nd. 


This Agreement isalready aſſented ro by 
above Fourſcore Minilters, and the 


Preface approved of. 
HEADS 
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HEADS of AGREEMENT 
Aſented to by the | 


Unired Miniſters, &s, 


The following Heads of AcGrEEwenT 
have been Reſolved upon, bythe United 
Miniſters in and about London, formerly calted 
Presbyterian and Congregational ; . nor as @ 
Meaſure for any. National Conſticution; but 
for the Preſervation of Order in our Congrega- 
tions, that cannot come up to the Common Rule 


by Law Eftablijhed. 


kk Of Caigedzss a Enid 


MEtmMBtx Ss. 


WagMeE Acknowledge our Lord 
oo Jeſus Chriſt-to have. One 
W7 P Cathbolick, Church , or 
RVs 8 [Cingdom:, comprehending 
all n ws areunited to Hi im; whether'm Hes 


wen or: Earth. And- do conceive the 
whole 


© Þ/ 

whole multitude of viſzble Believers, and 
their Infant-Seed ( commonly called the 
Catbolick, Viſble Church ) to belong to 
Chriſt 5 Spiritual Kingdom m ths world: 
Bur for the notion of a Catholick, Viſable 
Church here, as it ſignifies its having been 
collected into any formed Society, under a 
Vilible human Head on Earth, whether 
one Perion ſingly, or many colledively, 
We, with the reſt of Proteſtants, unani- 
weu'y diſclaim 1t. 

We agree, T hat particular Socie- 
ties oe Viltble Saints, who under Chriſt 
| their Head, are ſtatedly -jomed' together 
for ordinary Communion with one ano- 
ther, in all the Ordinances of Chrift, are 
particular Churches,” and are to be owned 
by each other, as {nſtirured Churches of 
Chriſt, tho differing in apprebenſzons and 
praffice i in ſome lefler things. 

2. Thar none ſhall be admitred 4s 
Members, in order to Communion in all 


the 


x 
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the Ipecial Ordinances of the Goſpel, but 
ſuch perſons as are knowing and ſound in 
the fundamental Dofrines of- the Chriſti- 
an Religion , without Scandal in their 
Lives; and ro a Judgment regulared by 
the Word of God, are perlons of viſible 
Godlinels and Honeſty ; credibly profel- 
f ng cordial fubjedion to Jelus Chriſt. 

. A competent Number of ſuch viſe 
ble Saints ( as bcfore delcribed ) do bes 
come the capable Subjects of ſtated Com- 
munion in all the ſpecial Ordinances . of 
Chriſt , upon their mutual declared conſent 
and agreement t0 watk together therein 
according 10 Goſpel Rule. In which de- 
caanion; ditterent degrees of Explicite- 
neſs, ſhall no way hinder ſuch Churches 
trom owning each other, as bnfiirnieg 
Churches. 

' Tho Parochial Bounds be. not of 
Diivint Right, yet for common Edilicati- 
on, the Members of a particular Church 

B ought 


(4) 
onght ( as mach as conveniently may be ) 
to hve near one another. 

6. That each particular Church hath 
Right to chuſe their own Othcers ; and 
being furniſhed with ſuch as are duly qua- | 
lified and ordained according to the Eo 
ipel Rule, hath Authority from Chriſt 
f exerciſing Government , and of en- 
joying all the Ordinances of Worſhip with- 

m tit {clt. 

7. In the Adminiſtration of Church 
Power, it belongs to the Paſtors and other 
Elders of every particular Church ( if 
fich there be ) ro Rule and Govern : 

' andtothe Brotherhood to Conſent, accord- 
mp to the Rnle of the Goſpel. 

8. That all Profeſſors as before deſcri- 
bed, are bound in duty, as they have op- 
portunity , to join themſelves as fixed 
Members of fome particular Church ; 
their thus joming, being part of their pro- 
ſed tubjetion to the Goſpel of Chrift, 

and 
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($) 
and an inſticuted means of their Eſtabliſh- 
ment and Edification ; whereby they are 
ynder the Paſtoral Care , and in cale of 
ſcandalous r offenſrue walking > 7 y bc 
| Authoritatively Admgniſhed or Cenlured 
for their recovery, and for yindicatiqu of 
the Truth, and the Church profelling it. 
g. That a viſible Profeſſor thus joined 
tO a par?! 'calar Church , ought to ,conti- 
nie {icdialtly with, the laid C Zhurch; and 
not -forlake the Miniſtry and ; Qrdinances 
therediſpenſed, without an orderly fecking 
a recommendation unto another,Church. 
VV. hich ought to, be given , when the cale 
of . the perfon apparently requires it. 


Il. Of the MinisTtRY, 


1.3 \ TE agree, That the Miniſterial Of 
fice is inſtituted by Jelus Chuilt; 


Fl. * or 6 Guiding, [{Edifying, 
and Governing ot his Church; and rO.CON- 
tinue,to the, end of the world. , 
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(6) 

2. They who are called to this Office, 
ought to be endued with competent 
Learning , and Miniſterial Gifts, as alſo 
with the Grace of God, found mn Judg- 
ment, not Novices in the Faith and 
Knowledg of the Goſpel; without ſcan- 
dal, of holy Converſation, and ſuch as 
devote themſelves to the VV ork and Service 
thereof. 

3. That ordinarily none ſhall be Or- 
dained to the work of this Miniſtry, but 
ſuch as are called and choſen thereunto by 
a particular Church. 

4. Thar in fo great and weighty a mat- 
ter, as the calling and chuſing a Paſtor , 
we judg it ordinarily requiſite, I hat eve- 
ry ſuch Church conſult and adviſe with 
the Paſtors of Neighbouring Congrega- 
tions. Le ook 

5: That after ſuch Advice, the Perſon 
conſulted about, being choſen by the Bro- 
therhood of that particular Church over 

_ which 
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CY 
which he isto beſet, and he accepting; -be 
duly ordained, and ſet apart to his Office 
over them; wherein tis ordinarily requiſite, 
Thar the Paſtors of Nerghbbourrng \\Con- 
gregations concur with the Preaching-El- 
der, or Elders, if (uch there be. 

6. I hat whereas fuch Ordination is only 
intended for ſuch as never betore had been 
ordained to the Miniſterial Office ; If any 
judge, that in the cafealſoof the removal of 
one formerly Ordained, to a new Station 
or Paſtoral Charge, there ought to be a like 
Solemn recommending him and hisLabours 
to the Grace and Bleſſmg of God; no diffe- 
rent Sentiments or Practice herein, ſhall be 
any occaſion of Contention or Breach of 
Communion among Us. 

7. It is expedient, thatthey who enter 
on the work of Preaching the Goſpel, benot 
only qualified for Communion of Saints; 
bur allo that, except in caſes extraordinary, 
they give proot of thar Gifts and fitneſs 
=_ 


(SV) 
»for the i faid work, unto | the | Paflors of 
Churches of known abilites to .diſcery and 
qudge of their qualifications; - That they 
aay þe-fent forth with Solewan Approbation 
and Prayer ; which we qudge needfal, 
that no doubr may remain concerning 
their being Called to the work ; and for 
preventing ( as much asin us lieth ) 1gno- 
rant and raſh Intruders.” 


IIL Of Censukss. "Þ 


A :S it cannot be avoided, but that 
inthe Pureft Churches on Earch, 
there'will ſometimes Offences and Scandals 
ariſeiby reaſon-of Hypocriſze and prevailing 
corruption; {o Chriſt hath made it the Du- 
ty of every Church, to reform it felt by 
Spiritual Remedies, appointed by him to 
beapplied m all:{uch caſes; vis. Admoni- 
_ tion, and Excommunication. 

2. Admonition, 'being the rebuking of 
an Offending Member 'in order to convidi- 


ON, 


T. 
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- on, is in cale of private offences. tor be per- 


(9 ) 


formed according to the Rule in Mar. 1B. 
v.15,16,17.andin caſe of Publick offences, 
openly before the.Church, as the Honour of 
the Goſpel, and nature of the Scandal ſhall re- 

uire: And it cither of the Admonitions 
take place for the recovery of the fallen 
Perſon, all turther proceedings in a way of 
cenſure,are thereon to ceale, and ſatisfattt- 
on tobe declared accordingly. 

3- Whenall dye means are uſed, accord- 
ing to the Order of the Goſpel, tor. the re- 
ſtoring an offending and ſcandalous Brother ; 
and he notwithſtanding remains Impeni- 
tent, the Cenfure of Excommunication Bs to 
be proceeded unto ; W herein the Paſtor 
and other Elders ( if there be ſuch) are 
to lead, and *go before the Church ; 
and the Brotherhood to give their conſent, 
in a way of obedience unto Chriſt, and 
unto the Elders, as over them i the Lord. 

4. It may ſometimes come to pals, 
that | 


(10 ) 
that a'Chirch-Member; not otherwiſe Scan- 
dalous; may ſmnfully withdraw , arid divide 
himſelf from the Commnnzon of 'the Church 
ro which he belongeth: 4n- which cate, 
when all due means for the reducing him, 

prove meftectual, he having hereby cur 
himſelf off from that Churches Communion ; 

_ the Church may juſtly eſteem and deehare 
it felt diſcharged of any further inſpection 


over him. 


IV. of ComMMUNION of CHURCHES, 


E Agree, that Particular Churches 
ought not to walk fo diſtin& 
and ſeparate ſe each- other, as not to 
have care and tenderneſs towards ane a- 


ed 


nother. But their Paitors ought to have 


frequent meetings together, that by mu- 
tua] Advice, Support, Encouragement, 
and ' Brotherly intercourſe , they may 
ſtrengthen the hearts and hands of each o- 


ther" in the ways of the Lord.” 
2. I kat 
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. 2. Fhat none of our particular Churches 
ſhall be ſubordinate to one another ; cach 
heing endued with euality of Power from 
Jelus Chriſt.-- And that none. of :the {aid 
particular Churches, their Officer, orOt- 
ticers, ſhall, exerciſe any Power; or have 
any Superiority over any. other Church, 
OF + Officers. 
. That known Members of particu- 
lar der conl{tirutedas aforeſaid, may 
have occaſional Communion. with -one 


another in the Ordinances of the Goſpel, VIZ. 


the Word , - Prayer , Sacraments , Singing 


Pſalms, diſpenſed according to che mind 
of Chriſt: Unleſs that Church with 
which they defire Communion, hath any 
juſt exception-againſt them. 

' 4+ That we-ought- not to ac any 
one to be a Member of our reſpective 
Congregatians, that hath joined himſelf to 
another, -withourt endedvours. of mutual 
a of the Congrogitions concerned, 
5. That 


bay egtht- 


(2 ) 


1 5; That one Chireb ought not to blame 


the Proceedings of another ;- until it hath 
heard what that Chufch charged, its El- 
ders, or Meſſenpers, can fay in vindicati- 
on of themſelves from any charge of 7r- 
regular or injurious Proceedings. 

| 6. T hat we are moſt willing and ready 
to givean account of our Church Proceed- 
ings to'each other, when deſired ; for pre- 
venting or removing any offences that 
may ariſe among us. Likewiſe we ſhall 
be ready to give the right hand of fellow- 
ſhip, and walk together according to the 
Goſpel Rules of Communion of Churches. 


V. of Deacons -and Ruiino Erpess. 


WE agree, The Office of a Deacon 
is of Divine Appomtment , and 
chat it belongs to their Office to receive, 


lay out, and diſtribute the Churches Stock 


to its proper xſes, by the direction of the 
Paſtor, and the Brethren if need be. And 
| whereas 


( 13 ) 
whereas divers are of opinion, That there 
is alſo the Office of Rudin Elders, who la- 
bour not in word and doFrine ; and others 
think otherwiſe ; We agree, That this diffe- 


rence make no ; BET” among .us. 


VI. Of Occaſional M £ ETINGs of Me 
niſters, &c, ' © 


E agree, T hat in order to om 

jus in any other weighty and 
difficult cates, it is needful, and according 
to the mind of Cbriſt, that the Miniſters of 
ſeveral Churches be conſulted and advi- 
{ed —_ about ſuch matters. 

That fuch Meetings may conliſt of 
ſm: Ex or greater Numbers, as the matter 
{hall require. 

3. T hat particular Chur hor: their -Ie- 
ſpective Elders, and Members , ought to 
have a reverenrial regard to their judgment 
ſo given ,- and not- diflent theretrom , 
without apparext grounds from the! word 


of God. £9 . Va. 
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VI. Of oxy | Demeanour towards rhe 
 Civnr: M aonSTRATE:;: 


TE do reckon our ſelves obliged 
-* contmually to pray for God's 
ProdeBfion: Guidance, and Bleſf ng upon the 


Rulers (et over us. 


2. That we ought to yield unto them 
not only ſubjeion inthe Lord, but ſupport, 
according to our ſtation and abilities. 

. Thar if ar any time it ſhall be their 
pleaure- to-call together any Number of 
us, Or require any account of our Afﬀairs, 
and the ſtate of our Congregations, we ſhall 
moſt readily -exprels all me regard to 
them herein. 


VIII. Of a Conrrs8108 of Des 


A*® to what appertains to ſoundneſs of 
Judgment in matters of Faith, we 


elteem it ſufficient, That a Church ac- 
knowledge the Scriptures to be the word of 
God, the perfed? and only Rule of Faith and 
Praflice; 


: 
| 
! 
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Prafice; and owneither the Do&rmal part 
of thoſe commonly called. the Articles of 
the Church of England, or the Confeſſion, 
or Catechiſms, Shorter or- Larger, compiled 
by the Aſſembly at Weſtminſter , or the 
Confeſſion agreed on at the Savoy, to be 
agreeable to the faid R ule. 


IX. Of our Duty and Deportment towards 


them that ate not in Communion. with us. 


I. E judge it our duty to bear a 
Chriſtian Reſpef to all Chri- 
{tians, according to their ſeveral 
R anks and Stations, thar are not' of our 
Perſuaſion or Communion. 

2. As for ſuch as may be ignorant of 
the Principles of the C'hristian Religion, or 
of vicious converſation, we ſhall in our re= 
ſpeRive Places, as they give us opportuni- 
ty, endeavour to explain to them the Do- 
Arine of Life and Salvation, and to our ut- 
termolt perſuade them to be reconciled to 


God. 2 3. I hat 


(16 ) 

3- That ſuch who appear to have the 
Eſſential Requiſites to Church-Communion, 
we ſhall willingly receive them in the Lord, 
not troubling them with Diſputes about 


leſſer matters. 


As we Aſſent to the forementioned 
Hzaps of AGREEMENT; 
So we Unanimouſly Reſolve, as the 
Lord ſhall enable us, to Practice ac- 


cording to them. 
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